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Business of the House — Legislative Council Membership — Adjournment Debate 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: I simply take a moment of the house’s time to explain what I think would be the 
appropriate way for the house to deal with the business of next week. I have circulated for members’ advice a 
motion that I propose to move next week that will be a motion to express appreciation to retiring members, 
which would then be a vehicle for all retiring members to make a valedictory address. I propose that the Leader 
of the House move the motion, the Leader of the Opposition second it and then the members who are leaving us 
can have the chance to make a speech of up to 45 minutes on that motion. 

I have also circulated an indicative order of speakers. I am very presumptuous in doing this because every 
member knows that the first person to his or her feet gets the call. However, I have done that on the basis—if 
members agree—that it might give members some idea of when they are likely to get a guernsey, in which case 
they might like to invite their family, friends or whomever to come to this place and hear their last speech in the 
chamber. That is, of course, entirely up to individual members. I have listed it in order of, basically, the newer 
members first and then the very long-serving and ancient members at the end. 

Hon Ken Travers: They’re all new members compared to you! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: The member is exactly right, too! The very, very ancient ones will get their turn in 
due course. 

Hon Ken Travers: What does that make you—a dinosaur? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Some people have thought that over time. 

Next week I have fundamentally given an assurance, and I mentioned this last week, that we will forgo 
government business for the purpose of the valedictory address, which I think is very generous of the 
government. However, I ask in return that we do not deal with motions on notice on Wednesday and Thursday 
and that we do not deal with committee reports on Thursday. I am quite comfortable that there be an urgency 
motion next Tuesday; however, I seek the other three hours of the house’s time to deal with valedictory 
addresses. I have done a rough calculation that we will need all that time for the 13 members to get through their 
speeches. Therefore, I ask for members’ consideration in respect to that matter, knowing that some members 
have motions on the notice paper that they might like to deal with and that this will preclude that from 
happening. 

I should also say that I would like to commence debate on the budget on Thursday next week. Therefore, I 
indicate to the opposition that it might wish to have its lead speaker on the budget ready to speak next Thursday, 
which is a week after the budget’s delivery today. 

Finally, there are some motions for disallowance on the notice paper that I understand will be progressed. 
Therefore, although I am not altogether comfortable with the situation that has arisen in previous times whereby 
the disallowance comes on one hour before the end of the day and has to be knocked off in a hurry—I am not 
happy with doing it that way as a matter of course in the future—that may have to happen next week, otherwise 
we may in fact take away a lot of opportunity for retiring members to have a chance to speak without me 
extending the sitting of the house well into Thursday night. I will endeavour to discuss those matters with the 
members moving those disallowances to see whether we can come to some agreement about how it can be dealt 
with expeditiously, knowing that they are important matters and the house will need to deal with them. I thank 
members for their consideration of these issues, and if there are any problems between now and next Tuesday, 
bring them to my attention.  

Hon Ken Travers: By way of interjection: when you say you want to start the budget debate next Thursday, 
would that be at the conclusion of the valedictory speeches? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I will work out with the opposition when it wants to do it. I will play it by ear, as to 
how many speakers are left. If it transpires that we cannot start the budget debate because everybody has not had 
their chance to speak, then I will put it off until the following Tuesday. But I really want to indicate to the house 
that we have to get started on the budget debate because we have got the day of estimates hearings, and the 
budget needs to be passed by the time the house rises in late June, and indeed there are a number of bills that 
need to be addressed as well between now and then. 
 


